How neurochemistry regained its specific biological components: experimental and cognitive advance, 1935-1955.
Neurochemistry in the 1850s was part of comparative animal chemistry, which became incorporated into physiological chemistry. By 1900, the connection with physiological chemistry had largely lapsed or been vehemently repudiated. Growth of biochemistry, especially from the 1920s to 1950s, provided techniques and findings sufficient to reintegrate chemical knowledge of neural systems with neural functioning. Vitamin, coenzyme, respiratory and other metabolic studies made large contributions to this outcome. Regarding mental illness as a social problem and scientific challenge gave impetus and funds to such work, which resulted in major experimental and cognitive progress.